UNIT 11

Bob is eighty. He's old and weak.
Mary, his wife Is seventy-nine. She’s old too.

Fifty years ago they were young. Bob was strong. He

wasn’t weak. Mary was beautiful. She wasn'’t old.

@ The past simple of the verb “to be” is was for |, he, she, it and were for we, you, they.
We form questions by putting was/ware before the subject pronoun {l, you, he, etc.). e.g. She was ill

yesterday. » Was she ill yesterday?
We form negations by putting not after was/were. e.g. She was not ill yesterday./She wasn't ill yesterday.
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| was | was not | wasn't Was 12
You were You were not You weren't Were you?
He was He was not He wasn’t Was he?
She was She was not She wasn't Was she?
It was It was not It wasn't Was it?
We were We were not We weren't Were we?
You were You were not You weren't Were you?
They were They were not They weren't Were they?
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example.

Fill in the short forms as in the

1 He was not in Paris.

He _waent... in Paris.

2 They werenotathome. They ............... at home.

3 Tomwas notatschool. Tom ............... at school.

4 The girls were not TR QIS +...Laryyier- with
with us. us.

5 Sophia was not in the Sophia ....cc.......... in the
park. park.

I pairs, ask and answer questions
' 2) using the prompts below, as in the

~
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example.

: Where were you at 8 o'clock yesterday?
! I was at the cinerma.

you / cinema

Helen [ park

Tom and Mary / theatre

Mr Miller / work

Doris / home

you and the boys / supermarket
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In short answers we only use Yes or No, the per-
sonal pronoun and the verb form was/wasn’t or
were/weren’t. We do not repeat the whole
question.

e.g. Were you late yesterday? Yes, | was/No, | wasn't

We use the past simple for actions which
finished at a definite stated time in the past.
That is, we know when the action happened.

Yes, | was/we were.

Were you ...?
No, | wasn’t/we weren’t.

Yes, he/she/it was.

Was he/shefit ...? -
No, he/she/it wasn’t.

Yes, they were.

Were they ...?
No, they weren't.

Note: We use the past simple to talk about

They were in Berlin He was in hospital two people who are no longer alive.
fast month, weeks ago.
(When? Last month.) (When? Two weeks ago.)

4:“ Fill in was, wasn’l, were or weren't.

1 “..Was... Marilyn Monroe a famous actress?”
r,/ “Yes, she ..was... ."
e B e ernam Alfred Hitchcock an actor?” “No, he
PR e HE e, a famous director.”
. 3 %oe.em Beethoven, Mozart and Chopin directors?
Time expressions used with the past simple No, they .............. .” “They .............. composers.”
include: 4 “..........Thomas Edison a singer?” “No, he
voresresmseeniions o "HeE ................. @D inventor.”
yesterday, last week, last month, last year, R Abraham Lincoin and George

two days/ weeks/months/ years ago, Washington presidents of the USA?" “Yes, they
in 1975, etc. S

Put the words in the correct order to
v E) make questions. Then, maich the

Fill in the gaps with am, is, are, was or quipiious Jo- Jas andwars.

3 * B were.

1 was / with / you / who?

2 the meeting / at/ were / people / how many?
1 |..am... cold. Please, close the windows. 3 vyou /were /sad/ why?
2 TomanddJean ............... in Spain last week. 4 last night / you / at / home / were?
3 Sarah .o ien years old in 1995. 5 open/was /shop /the?
4 George ................. tired. He is going to bed now. 6 were / much / tickets / the / how?
B o 8 secretan{‘ Lwpeicin.a big-oifie B e e, % s Jeixsmerts srpipennthin No, it was closed.
6 Tom .......... at Peter's house yesterday. B cevoeeeeeeeesemeeeressesseee e seeseenenereseenennen,. FOREyYfiVE,
7 Mumand Dad ............. at home last night. o e T e T T ey o [ T PP T s £20.
8 Terry ... my friend. He lives next door. A it i isnseeneiliennies. .. BOGEUSE! | WaS glone.
9 Alison and Kate ............ late for school.yesterday. B I i e o e e T ML No, | was out,
B iciivainaiing the cameramen at the studio now? f ...Who was with you?... Aunt Mary. .
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This is @ modern
fown today.

There are a lot
of lall buitdings
and shops.
There are cars
and there isn't
much peace
and quiet.

& There was/There were is the past simple form of There is/There are.

This is the same z .
town fifty years age.

There weren’t any
tall buildings. There
were some old
houses. There
weren’t many cars
and there wasn’t
much noise.

We use there was in the singular. e.g. There was a post office in the street thirly years ago.
We use there were in the plural. e.g. There were a few houses in the street thirty years ago.

We put was/were before there to form questions. e.g. Was there a post office in the street thirly years

ago? Were there any houses in the street thirty years ago?

We form negations by putting not after was/were. e.g. There was not/wasn’t a post office in the

street thirty years ago. There were not/weren’t any houses in the street thirty years ago.

|

There was There was not
There were There were not
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¢ In short answers we only use Yes or No and
there was/were. We do not repeat the whole
question,

Yes, there was.
No, there wasn't.

Was there a book on the desk?

Yes, there were.

Were there any people in the shop?
No, there weren't.

There wasn’t
There weren’t

In pairs, look at the objects and ask and

Was there?
Were there?

6 ' # answer questions as in the example.

SA: Were there bicycles a hunidred years ago?

SB: Yes, there were.

hot-air - television
balloon #4




Past Simple (Was/Were

Grandpa, did you
have a TV when you
were five?

No, I didn’t. People
didn’t have TV's then.
They had radios.

& The past simple of the verb have (got} is had. It is the same in all persons.
We form questions with the auxiliary verb did, the subject pronoun and the verb have. e.g. Did you
have many toys when you were a child?
We form negations with did not and have. e.g. / did not/didn’t have many toys when | was a child.

| had | did not have | didn’t have Did | have?
You had You did not have You didn't have Did you have?
He had He did not have He didn't have Did he have?
She had She did not have She didn't have Did she have?
It had It did not have It didn’t have Did it have?
We had We did not have We didn't have Did we have?
You had You did not have You didn't have Did you have?
They had They did not have They didn’t have Did they have?

Fill in the short forms as in the

Z) example.

Fill in the gaps with had or did ... have.

A 1 .Di4.. you .have... a lesson last night?
2 e 2 Ben ............... toothache yesterday.
1 He did not have any He .4idnt have.. any :
ey roney 3 They.......not...... a good time at the dance.
. ' d Mrs Newton ................ i
2 They did nothavelunch. They ............... lunch. 4 gr;n i a'Big, party ast
3 She did not have many She .......... many books. ik .
books 5 She .....cccoeee. NOL ..oei... Mmany sandwiches
' : h.
4 Tina did not have any Tina ............ any friends. r\upe
; L f— YyOU ............... & dog when you were a
friends. child?
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In short answers we only use Yes or No, the
subject pronoun and the auxiliary verb did/didn’t.
We do not repeat the whole question.

e.g. Did you have much money? Yes, ! did./No, 1 didn't.
Did you ...? Yes, l/we did.

Did he/she/it ...? Yes, he/shefit did. No, hefshe/it didn't.

No, l/we didn’t

Did they ...? Yes, they did. No, they didn't.

£ in pairs, look at the objects and ask
9) and answer questions as in the

example.
SA: Did you have a rocking horse when you were
five years old?
SB: Yes. | did./No, | didn't.

rocking horse

teddy bear

school bag  mobile phone

.i 3: Fill in was,were, have_ or had. Then, in
YA pairs, act out the dialogue.

Lisa: Where 1) ..were... you last night?

Helen: 1 2) ................. at Jenny’s house.

Lisa: Didshe 3) ................. a party?

Helen: Yes, it 4) .......ccceee. her bhirthday.

Lisa: Didyou5) ......ccccoeen. fun?

Helen: Yes, we 6) .................. & lovely time.

We use there was/were to say what existed and it
was/they were to talk about what we have already
mentioned.
e.g. There was a sofa in the room.
(NOT: #was-a-sefainthe-reem.) It was big
and comfortable.
There were trees in the garden.
(NOT: They-wero-trecs-ia-tho-gardom.) They

were apple trees.

Fill in there was, it was, there were or
they were.
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1 ..There were... twenty people at the party.
..They wers... all John and Patty's friends.

e — a car outside my house this morning.
crerr s e @ WHItE SpOIS Car.
i a lot of messages for Paul at the office.
................................................. all from his boss.
S a hundred guests at the wedding.
.......................................................... all relatives.
B . s R . na clouds in the sky yesterday.
.................................................... a beautiful day.
6 ... @ call for you this morning.
................................................. your friend Tony.
AT R e lots of holes in my jacket.
............................................................... very old.
B, . e ] a lot of people in the room.

...................................................... very crowded.

1 g’ Correct the mistakes.

Did Jim had a bath this merning?

There was a telephone call for me?

Was your parents on holiday in June?

Mary had not a party yesterday.

There weren't not any biscuits left in the tin.
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13 Fill in the gaps with was, were or
W have.

[l (Did you

2] [ .............. there any F== te -«.—«,\;
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mail this moming? RO 1
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bills.
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: No, { was five
i :gﬁ minutes early.
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........ there ) )

. anything /
good on TV.f f ‘
last night? l(
i

= Not really.
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Look at the two pictures below. Picture A shows
the town of Barton as it is now and picture B shows
Barten as it was many years ago. In pairs, ask and
answer questions using the prompts beiow as In
the exampies.

e.g. SA: Was Barton different many years ago?
SB: Yes, it was,
SA: Were there any tall buildings?
SB: No, there weren,

different - tall buildings - houses - cars - shops -
wide streets - trees - crowded

Activity
Now, using the pictures and your notes from the
Oral Activity complete the text about Barton.

This is Barton. 1) .............. a modem town. In the
main street there 2) ............... lots of tail buildings.
The road 3) .............. very busy because it is in a
big shopping area. There 4) ................. lots of
cars, buses and people, but there 5) ................
any trees. Fifty years ago Barion was very differ-
ent. There weren't any ......covevene ..

................................................................................
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